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SAFETY & WORKERS’ COMPENSATION  

09 November 2016 NAT 022/16  

 

Model Work Health and Safety (WHS) Laws 
Reviews 

The development and implementation of the 
Model WHS laws has been a long running topic 
of discussion with members.  

The model WHS laws were adopted, with some 
amendments in each Australian jurisdiction, as 
outlined below: 
• Effective 1 January 2012: New South Wales, 

Queensland, Northern Territory and ACT. 
• Effective 1 January 2013: Tasmania and 

South Australia. 
• Western Australia is committed to implement 

the laws, but is progressing slowly. 
• Victoria has stated they will not be adopting 

the Model WHS laws, and is currently 
reviewing its OHS Regulations and 
developing new Codes.  

More information about the WHS Laws can be 
found here. 

 

New Zealand also adopted a new Act in 2016 
which is largely based on Australia’s Model Act.  

Under section 277(3) of the South Australian 
Act there is a requirement to undertake a review 
of the Act after it has been in place for three 
years.  This review has now commenced.   

Public comment closes on 30 November 2016. 

The relevant WHS Act Review Discussion Paper 
can be accessed via this link.   

It should be noted that, although the discussion 
paper focuses on areas of the SA Act which are 
different to the Model WHS Laws, the review 
can consider any issues of concern associated 
with the operation of the Act.  

Section 276B of the New South Wales Act 
requires a review 5 years after the Act was given 
Assent (7 June 2011); it is expected that the 
NSW review will commence shortly.  

Your input and feedback is essential 

Over recent years Model Work Health and Safety legislation has been progressively adopted, with 
some amendments, in all Australian jurisdictions other than Victoria and Western Australia. South 
Australia and New South Wales both have requirements in their legislation to undertake reviews  
in 2016.  SA has announced their review with public comment due by 30 November 2016; an 
announcement from NSW is expected very soon. 

South Australia is also undertaking a Dangerous Substances and Explosives Review, with public 
comment closing on 25 November 2016. 

Ai Group is keen to get feedback from members about your experience with these laws, and also any 
other good and bad experiences in other states (including Victoria and WA that continue to operate under 
the pre-existing laws for occupational health and safety). 

• Contact Tracey Browne (0438 207 799) or Mark Goodsell (0418 408 871) for general feedback about 
the laws; in addition, for specific SA issues, you can contact Stephen Myatt (0419 818 048). 

• Talk to your regular Ai Group contact who will make sure your experiences and views are considered.  

https://www.aigroup.com.au/member-services/bizassistmanual/4/bizassist_section4_update58_2016_web.pdf
http://www.safework.sa.gov.au/show_page.jsp?id=115912#.WB_DEC196cN
mailto:tracey.browne@aigroup.com.au
mailto:mark.goodsell@aigroup.com.au
mailto:stephen.myatt@aigroup.com.au
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South Australia 
Dangerous Substances and  
Explosives Review 

The Dangerous Substances Act 1979 and the 
Explosives Act 1936 regulate the management 
of these materials for the benefit of people, 
property and environment. 

These laws are in addition to the Hazardous 
Chemicals Regulations that form part of the 
Work Health and Safety Laws.  

SA is currently reviewing these two Acts with the 
aim of delivering improvement by providing 
clearer and simpler rules whilst maintaining 
enforcement practices to ensure that safety 
outcomes are achieved. 

Public comment closes on 25 November 2016. 

The Dangerous Substances and Explosives 
Review Discussion paper can be accessed at 
this link.  

It is Ai Group’s recommendation that, when 
considering this review, reference should also 
be made to the recent national review of the 
Regulation of Explosives.  The Discussion Paper 
for that review can be found at this link.  

Asbestos Conference 

The Asbestos Safety and Eradication Agency 
will host their third International Conference in 
Adelaide from 13 to 15 November 2016. 

 

As part of the Conference, the Agency is hosting 
an Industry Breakfast on Tuesday 15 November. 
This free event is open to anyone in the industry 
(whether attending the conference or not).  

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored by SafeWork South Australia and 
featuring the Deputy Premier and Attorney 
General of South Australia, the Hon John Rau 
MP, this Industry Breakfast will bring together 
managers, contractors and workers to discuss 
the important issues facing industry into the 
future regarding asbestos management and 
awareness.  

Places at this breakfast are free, but strictly 
limited. Register through the online portal below 
using the breakfast code BRK01. 
https://www.asbestossafety.gov.au/asbestosconf
erence2016/registration 

For more information: 
www.asbestossafety.gov.au 

Do you require assistance to manage Work 
Health and Safety or Workers’ Compensation 
issues in your Business? 

For information or assistance, please contact  
Ai Group’s Workplace Advice Line on  
1300 55 66 77. 

For information about our safety and workers’ 
compensation consulting and training services, 
contact: 

Consulting Services   Training and Events 
Trinette Jaeschke   Seema Khatri 
0400 282 477     0428 907 838 

 
 
 
 

Tracey Browne 
Manager – National Safety & Workers’ 
Compensation Policy and Membership 
Services 

http://www.safework.sa.gov.au/show_page.jsp?id=115899#.WB_E7OyJE_2
http://www.safework.sa.gov.au/show_page.jsp?id=115899#.WB_E7OyJE_2
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/news/pages/explosives-cris
https://asbestossafety.gov.au/asbestosconference2016/registration
http://asbestossafety.gov.au/speakers
http://asbestossafety.gov.au/speakers
https://www.asbestossafety.gov.au/asbestosconference2016/registration
https://www.asbestossafety.gov.au/asbestosconference2016/registration
http://www.asbestossafety.gov.au/
https://www.asbestossafety.gov.au/asbestosconference2016
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