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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

 

The proceedings will formally commence after the entrée but I wanted to first welcome you all to 

this inaugural Australian Industry Group Sir William Tyree address. 

 

It is our great pleasure to have the Prime Minister with us today who will speak after the main 

course. 

 

Can I say at the outset that the Prime Minister and his government have our thanks for their 

handling of the aftermath of the shooting down of MH17.  In this week where we have had the 

National Day of Mourning and National Memorial Service for the Victims of Flight MH17 our 

thoughts are with the families of those lost. 

 

We have a long list of the Prime Minister’s colleagues and department heads including with us 

today: 

 

- And state MPs and Senators: John Alexander; Senator Concetta Fierravanti-Wells; 

Fiona Scott; and Craig Kelly. 

 

And Department Secretaries from: 

- Glenys  Beauchamp from Industry; 

- Renee Leon from Employment; 

- Mike Mrdak from Infrastructure and Regional Development; 

- Drew Clarke from Communications; and  

- Gordon de Brouwer from Environment; 

 

There are also of course numerous leaders of industry from Ai Group’s membership including 

members of our Councils and National Executive. 

 

 

 



At the risk of singling anyone out I would particularly like to welcome Ralph Waters, who is a 

former President of our organisation, Chairman of Woolworths and Fletchers and, importantly in 

today’s context, Chairman of the Tyree Group of companies.  Welcome also to Sir William’s 

family who are here today. 

 

Sir William – or Bill as he always wanted to be known – was a tireless advocate for Australian 

industry, a ferocious supporter of education especially around engineering and the trades and 

was a relentless innovator. Bill had an interest in and an idea for every area of public policy.   

 

That he was still attending Ai Group national executive and state council meetings as an 

emeritus national councilor right up to the end of his life, after decades of involvement in our 

debates and discussions, showed a commitment to Australia’s future that few could match. 

 

As the chief executive of the Australian Industry Group, it was an absolute pleasure and delight 

to know him.  I knew I had done something right not long after I started when Bill started to call 

me ‘Sonny”. 

  

Prime Minister, it is a great pleasure to welcome you here today. At the Australian Industry 

Group we pride ourselves on making considered, thought out contributions to the national policy 

debate after wide consultation and interaction with our membership which crosses Australia’s 

manufacturing, construction and services base. It is our role to advocate for what we see as 

best for Australian industry.  It is the government’s role to decide.  

 

The government has made some big decisions in less than a year in office.  And it has many 

more to make as Australia confronts some major challenges and hurdles. We shall hear of 

some of those soon, but we remain relentlessly optimistic - perhaps a little like Sir William - 

Tyree, that Australian industry has much to offer in the years ahead given the right settings. 

In a short while I will be back to introduce Graham Kraehe, the Chairman of Bluescope Steel, 

who will talk about some of those big issues facing industry today.   

 

After the main course, Ai Group’s National President, Noel Cornish, will introduce the Prime 

Minister. 

 

Our major sponsor today is AustralianSuper, represented here today by Paul Schroder, Group 

Executive of Membership at AustralianSuper.   


