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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

 

It is a great pleasure for me to introduce the Prime Minister who will be delivering 

the inaugural Sir William Tyree Address. 

 

I had the good fortune to sit with Bill on Ai Group’s NSW Council and on our 

National Executive.  As you can well imagine, Bill was always a thoughtful and 

imaginative contributor. 

 

There is a lot that we could say about Bill:  

- his energy, his inventiveness and his entrepreneurship;  

- his passions for engineering, innovation, education and training; 

- his philanthropy;  

- that he was a man with a wicked sense of humour; 

- and how he always sparkled with some mischief or other.   

 

Bill had countless barrows to push. But, at any meeting of ours, I for one rarely 

saw him let a Political leader off the hook without quizzing them about the need for 

Australia to embrace nuclear power. Prime Minister, perhaps that’s a “Question 

Without Notice” from Bill that you could respond to today?   

 

But Bill himself would not want this occasion to be about him and we are not 

making it about him.  

 



But we do want to focus on his pet themes and in particular, as Innes and Graham 

have emphasised, on the importance of innovation and skills development for our 

industrial sector, for the economy as a whole and, indeed, ultimately for the health 

of the broader society. 

 

And who can argue with these as priorities for the nation, for policy and for 

individual businesses.  

 

Innovation – is the foundation of improvements in our competitiveness and living 

standards: 

- Bringing new or refined goods or services to market; 

- Introducing new ways of producing, distributing and marketing goods and 

services; and  

- Putting in place more responsive and more effective approaches to doing 

business. 

 

This is what innovation is all about and we need more of if we are to address the 

substantial challenges and to take advantage of the very considerable 

opportunities that are before us.   

 

We need more innovation. And for this there are roles for businesses of course; 

but also for governments and their agencies; for our educators; for our research 

organisations; and for our workforces. 

 

I’m not talking about ‘this’ or ‘that’ policy proposal about stimulating innovation.   

 

However, I do want to point out what will be obvious to the many people in this 

room who knew Bill Tyree and who know of his achievements as an innovator.  

That is, that no amount of crystal ball gazing could have anticipated where Bill 

was going to find his next opportunity. Or perhaps more to the point with Bill, 

which opportunity was going to pay off.    



 

With Bill, as with so many innovators, you could just not tell. Whatever your 

innovation policy, you need to leave plenty of scope for individuals to pick their 

own winners.  And you don’t want bureaucrats and consultants pointing them in 

other directions.   You need to leave them room: to just do it.  

 

And doing it – that takes some skill.  It takes managerial skills; it takes the skills of 

experts and it takes harnessing a wide range of workforce skills.   

 

I don’t think that we can emphasise enough the importance of skills and training – 

for managers and for existing employees as well as for young people at schools 

and undertaking post-secondary education and training.  

 

We should be focused on practical outcomes: well-trained and imaginative 

managers; excellent technical people; great opportunities for re-skilling; and new 

workforce entrants that are ready for and equipped to make a great contribution. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, you have heard enough from me.  As I said, it is a great 

pleasure to introduce the Prime Minister, the Honorable Tony Abbott, to give the 

inaugural Sir William Tyree address.  

 

Would you all please welcome the Prime Minister.   


