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James Dagger-Nixon: Surprised by the Trump victory? 
 
Innes Willox:   
 
Surprised a little, but not shocked. The polls have been close for a long time, they’ve 
bounced around, and a lot of the Trump message particularly around trade, around jobs, 
open borders, all those issues really resonated.  
 
You have to look at where Trump won the election. He won it in the industrial north in 
Wisconsin, Michigan and Ohio, the rust belt states. Those states have done it tough.  
 
The take out messages here, I think, there are two for business more generally:  
 
Business has to work harder to bring the broader community along the journey when it 
comes to innovation and reform.  I think all of us need to be much better at communicating 
our message and explaining the why’s and the benefits. Not what innovation will do to you 
but what innovation can do for you, I think is going to be a central theme.  
 
I think the second message is for our political leaders generally, is that looking at what 
happened in the US if you transplant that here you just can’t expect as a political leader to 
airily wave goodbye to entire industries and not expect some political repercussions at the 
ballot box. We’ve got to manage transitions much better as well, inevitable transitions in 
many cases: the car industries here, in Victoria where I am at the moment, the closure of 
Hazelwood. We have to do much better as a political class at leading the debate and 
leading the transition, not sitting back and having a ‘what just happened moment.’  We’ve 
got to manage those transitions much better, and bring the community along. I think there 
are lessons in this for all of us at a political level and at a business level, about how to 
manage issues and how to manage expectations. 
 
Look it’s a stunning win which will have really broad repercussions. It’s seismic in many 
ways. 
 
James Dagger-Nixon:  
 
What about those implications for your members that maybe have offshore market 
interests? We quoted BHP CEO talking about removing further barriers, increasing further 
trade. That’s diametrically opposed to what we’re hearing from an American perspective, 
from Donald Trump. 
 
Innes Willox:   
 
You’d expect an American leader to look to protect and advance American interests just as 
you’d expect, in our case, an Australian leader to protect and advance Australian interests.  
 
We have to get the balance right. We are living in an increasingly globalised world, when 
you think of movement of labour, capital, of jobs, and of skills. We’re not going to be able 



to stop that. We have a lot of businesses in our membership who have direct relationships 
with the United States. You think of the defence sector, the agribusiness sector, food, 
packaging, automotive, IT, the services sector more broadly. We have an enormous 
exposure to the United States.  
 
He hasn’t mentioned Australia, thankfully, in what he’s been saying about trade, and we 
have a free trade agreement with the US. I think we can kiss goodbye to the TPP which 
virtually had no chance anyhow of getting up except in a lame duck session. We’ve got the 
FTA with the United States.  
 
The risk is that we become caught up as collateral damage of some sort in a broader trade 
dispute around tariffs and trade barriers more generally. Particularly looking at China and 
that spreading out.  That’s where we need to look, and monitor risk from that perspective.  
 
A lot of our members have a big exposure to the United States, it’s a big market for them, 
either directly with businesses there or as export markets and they would expect that that 
would continue. We have to be realistic here, there’s often a long way between election 
rhetoric and political reality and I think we just need to see how things settle down over the 
next year or so.  


