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Who are Australia’s exporters? 

Of the 2.2 million active businesses in Australia in June 2016, there were 53,400 businesses that 

physically exported goods and/or services (2.5%)*, up 4.8% from June 2015. 

53,400 Australian businesses directly exported goods and/or services from their Australian base to customers in 

another country during 2015-16*. The number of businesses that are directly and physically exporting abroad grew 

by 4.8% in 2015-16 and by an annual average of 3.6% from 2010-11 to 2015-16. The lower Australian dollar and 

growing markets in Asia have encouraged increasing numbers of businesses to move into exports over this period. 

Around 2.5% of all businesses were physically exporting goods and/or services in 2015-16, compared to 2.1% in 

2011-12. In 2015-16, the most export-active industries (in terms of the proportions of businesses exporting) were 

wholesale (17%), manufacturing (11%) and mining (6%). The industries with the largest number of goods exporting 

businesses in 2015-16 were wholesale (13,400), manufacturing (9,100) and retail (4,600). For services exporters, 

the most prominent industries exporting directly to offshore customers were other business services (1,600), IT and 

media (800) and businesses charging for the use of intellectual property (400). 

Goods exporters make up the majority of Australian exporting businesses, at 51,300 businesses (96%). The number 

of goods exporters has been growing solidly, increasing 5.4% in 2015-16 and an average of 3.7% over the last five 

years.  For goods exporters, Victoria had the highest concentration of goods exporters in 2015-16, at (1.5% of all 

Vic businesses), followed by New South Wales (1.6%) and Western Australia (1.3%). New South Wales has a 

proportionately high number of wholesalers who are exporters, while Victoria has a slightly higher number of 

manufacturer exporters.  

For 2015-16, most goods exporters were small businesses (59%), with large businesses making up only a small 

proportion of the total (12%). Small goods exporters appear to have grown the most in recent years, with the average 

growth of small manufacturers from 2013-14 to 2015-16 at 9.4% p.a., compared to medium and large sized goods 

exporters (up 3.9% p.a. and 4.2 % p.a. respectively).   

Services exporters* (excluding sectors such as education and health) make up a much smaller part of the total 

number of direct exporters (3,100 businesses or 4%), and have been declining in number in recent years shrinking 

by 4.1% in 2015-16 and shrinking an average of 0.7% p.a. growth over the last five years. Although pockets of 

services (such as those related to tourism) are faring better, services exporters overall appear to be struggling, as 

the global market place remains very competitive and digital technologies disrupt existing business models. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart 1: Australian exporting businesses, number and share 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart 2: Businesses that exported in 2015-16, by industry 
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Exporting businesses in Australia* 

Industry / Size / State 
Exporting 

Businesses,  
2013-14 

Exporting 
Businesses, 

2015-16  

Annual growth, 
2013-14 to 
2015-2016 

Goods exporters ‘000 
% share of 
industry / 

state 
‘000 

% share of 
industry / 

state 
average % p.a. 

NSW 10.3 1.5 11.0 1.5 3.1 

VIC 8.9 1.6 9.8 1.7 5.2 

QLD 5.1 1.2 5.3 1.3 2.4 

WA 2.9 1.3 3.0 1.3 1.3 

SA 1.8 1.2 2.0 1.4 5.4 

TAS 0.3 0.8 0.3 0.9 5.0 

Large (200+ employees or $20m+ turnover or $20m+ exports) 5.8  6.3  4.2 

Medium (20-200 employees or $2m-$20m turnover or $2m-$20m exports) 13.7  14.8  3.9 

Small (<20 employees or <$2m turnover or <$2m exports) 25.2  30.2  9.4 

Wholesale 12.7 16.6 13.4 17.2 2.9 

Other (includes utilities and goods exporters from other 
service industries) 

8.8  9.9  5.8 

Manufacturing 8.8 10.5 9.1 10.9 1.9 

Retail 4.0 3.0 4.6 3.5 7.5 

Construction 1.4 0.4 1.6 0.5 6.2 

Transport 1.3 1.0 1.5 1.1 5.8 

Agriculture 0.9 0.5 1.0 0.6 6.6 

Mining 0.5 5.7 0.5 5.9 -0.8 

Goods exporters with no industry classification 6.4  9.7  23.4 

Total goods exporters 44.7  51.3  7.1 

Services exporters by type of service      

Other business services  1.9  1.6  -8.5 

IT & media 0.7  0.7  3.4 

Charges for Intellectual Property 0.5  0.5  -2.7 

Maintenance & repair 0.4  0.3  -11.7 

Personal & recreation 0.3  0.3  -4.4 

Transport 0.1  0.1  2.6 

Finance & insurance 0.1  0.1  4.3 

Construction 0.1  0.1  24.0 

Total services exporters 3.3  3.1  -3.0 

All exporting businesses 47.1 2.2 53.3 2.5 6.4 

* Includes businesses in Australia that directly export goods and/or services from their Australian base to customers in another country. Excludes 
consignments of goods and services worth less than $2000. Excludes Australian-owned businesses operating in another country and supplying 
goods and/or services from another country. Excludes businesses that only supply goods and/or services to foreign tourists or students within 
Australia such as hotels, restaurants, retailers, transport and educational institutions. Totals include businesses that export both goods and services. 

 

 

Chart 3: Businesses that exported goods in 2015-16, 

by industry and state 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Data sources 
ABS, Counts of Australian Businesses, 2015-16 

ABS, Characteristics of Exporters, 2015-16 

Ai Group Economics and Policy Research 

www.aigroup.com.au/policy-and-research/economics/ 

 Email: economics@aigroup.com.au 

Phone: 1300 55 66 77 

mailto:economics@aigroup.com.au

