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(Extract) 
 
WILLOX: I think we all made the point today that there is no real alternative to what’s on the table 
at the moment. There’s a very clear framework that covers all the key factors that are impacting 
business and have done so for the past decade. We all want this to work, that’s the message that 
comes out of today. We want this to work, and it’s vital that it works. There are ongoing 
discussions about detail, but the framework is in place. There is really nothing else on the table; if 
this doesn’t work we go back to chaos. That’s the last thing that the country needs. It would mean 
investment drying up. It would mean a dramatic decline in confidence. Business and industry 
across Australia just want this settled, and this is the best way forward. There are further 
negotiations but they’re all tracking in the right direction. The bottom line from this discussion is 
that we all think, on behalf of all of us here, that this can work and that we can make this work. 
That’s the important message. 
 
……. 
 
Question: Did you get any sense from Tony Abbott and the others who have strongly conservative 
views on where this needs to go, did you talk them over? 
 
WILLOX: We had a conversation with them. They asked a lot of questions. We would hope that 
the fact that all of us here are representing industries from across the economy demonstrates to 
them that there is widespread support for the NEG. As we said, we have a framework here, we are 
still working it through. But they’ve asked a lot of questions, a lot of good questions. It was a very 
constructive conversation. What we want out of today is to say that there is strong support across 
business, across industry for the NEG. They now have to go away and make their own decisions. 
But we’ve been very clear with them that if this falls over then there is nowhere else to go. To kill 
this off now would really be wrecking-ball politics.  
 
……………… 
Question: Federal election likely early next year. How important is it that whatever policy is 
formulated today can cross a federal election and survive a change in government? 
 
WILLOX: We think this framework... we keep talking about a framework for a reason, because it 
gives the platform for a long-lasting policy... it’s up to the Government actually how they put that 
in place, and how they get it to stick. That’s a decision that they have to make, but it’s very 
important for us that we have this framework which brings the states on board, and hopefully gets 
the opposition on board as well. We can talk to an opposition after the next election, if they win 
that election, under that scenario about how the framework operates going forward. But we need 
that framework as a base to give industry certainty around future investments.  
 
 
 
 
 


