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Gillen Bore 
taps finally 

flow with 
pure water 

JAMAL BEN HADDOU
Jamal.benhaddou@news.com.au

A Central Australian com-
munity has received a reliable
source of clean drinking water
for the first time thanks to a
new filtering facility which is
the first of its kind in Australia.

The breakthrough Gilghi
water system transforms un-
drinkable bore water into pure
water, providing the Gillen
Bore community with immedi-
ate access to contaminate free
water for the first time.

The facility developed by
Australian engineering com-
pany Ampcontrol is an off-
grid, fully transportable
treatment system that uses re-
verse osmosis and solar power.

Traditional custodian Jack-
ie Rout said the community
previously relied on contami-
nated bore water and bottled
water from Alice Springs.

“It affected us pretty badly.
The kids were getting boils and
a lot of people were suffering
from kidney issues,” she said. 

After a bore in the com-
munity collapsed five years
ago, the town survived mainly
on carted water which was
transported once a week.

“Now we can actually go to

our tap and drink water with-
out having to buy bottles from
town to bring out bush,” Ms
Rout said.

“We are very lucky to be the
first people in Australia to have
this and the water quality is
just 100 per cent. We have
peace of mind for our kids and
everyone’s health.”

In 2016, the Australian
Government spent $23 million
on transporting drinking water
to remote indigenous com-
munities that aren’t connected
to main town water supply. 

Currently 50,000 people
across 700 locations around
Australia drink groundwater 

After tasting the water in
Gillen Bore for the first time,
Ampcontrol CEO Rod Hen-
derson said the first of its kind
project could benefit other
communities in the Territory.

“Many Australians take
turning on the tap for granted.
As a developed nation it is as-
sumed that everyone has easy
access to safe drinking water
and sanitation, but his is not
the case,” he said.

“The Gilghi Remote Water
System has the potential to
greatly enhance safe drinking
water outcomes right across
Australia and globally.”

Traditional custodian Jackie Rout 
tasting the water at Gillen Bore

CLEAN WATER FOR CENTRAL ARRERNTE COMMUNITY

Survey to improve public library use
ALICE Springs Town Council
is asking for community feed-
back and thoughts on improv-
ing the use of Alice Springs
Public Library via an online
survey. 

Describing the space as
“well patronised” in a recent
Instagram post, Council is cur-
rently investigating claims of
anti-social behaviour at the Li-
brary.

Simon Duke, Acting Direc-
tor, Corporate and Commun-
ity Services at ASTC said they
are “continuing to work to im-
prove” effective management
of the space. 

The survey is anonymous
and will close Friday, Septem-
ber 20. 

Visit alicesprings.nt.gov.au/
surveys/2019/l ibrary-cus-
tomer-survey Simon Duke

Company gives 
open update
ALL interested parties are in-
vited to join shareholders in a
Central Petroleum’s company
update webinar.

The webinar will be held on
Friday at 9.30am CST.

The company will also ac-
commodate a limited number
of attendees in person at Cen-
tral’s offices.

Should anyone wish to at-
tend in person, please email
I n f o @ c e n t r a l p e t r o l e -
um.com.au

Fracking permit causes concerns
THE NT Government has
been condemned by Protect
Country Alliance for granting
gas company Origin Energy
permission to officially begin
fracking in the NT.

Alliance spokesperson
Graeme Sawyer said the ma-
jority of Territorians remained
opposed to fracking, and for
many, the fight was just begin-
ning as the reality of rigs roll-

ing into communities hits
home.

“The arrogance of the Gun-
ner Government on fracking
has been absolutely appalling,”
he said.

“The politicians in power
have not abided by the recom-
mendations of the Pepper Re-
port, despite claiming the
contrary.”

Origin’s Environment

Management Plan for its Kyal-
la drilling project was ap-
proved on August 13, but
appeared on the government’s
EMP website on August 22.

The well to be fracked is lo-
cated on Exploration Permit
117 northeast of Elliott in the
Beetaloo Basin.

It is anticipated it will target
the Kyalla Shale located within
the catchment of Lake Woods.

New jobs
boss has 
credentials
VICKI Telfer has been an-
nounced as the new Commis-
sioner for Public Employment
in NT.

She has more than 20 years
public sector experience, most
recently as the Deputy Sec-
retary People Strategy in the
NSW Treasury Department.

Public Employment Minis-
ter Gerry McCarthy said, when
making the announcement,
the appointment following a
national recruitment process.

Ms Telfer has a Master of
Administrative Law and Pol-
icy, a Master of Public Affairs,
a Bachelor of Science and
Graduate Diploma in Edu-
cation.

She replaces former Com-
missioner, Craig Allen.

Ms Telfer will formally
commence in the role on Sep-
tember 2.

Gas company’s
record profit
Record EBITDAX and under-
lying profit were announced by
Santos in its half-year results
for 2019 released last week.

The board will pay an in-
terim dividend of US6.0 cents
per share fully-franked, an in-
crease of 71 per cent on the pre-
vious interim dividend. 

“The announcement of
half-year results demonstrates
the strength of our cash-gener-
ative operating model and the
successful integration of the
Quadrant acquisition,” Santos
managing director and CEO
Kevin Gallagher said.


